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When someone is described as generous, most often it’s because that 
person has given large sums of money. Bill Gates, for instance has 
given a staggering $27 billion over his lifetime. Certainly if there’s 
anyone’s picture next to the word ‘generous’ in the dictionary, it’s Bill 
Gates’. While there is no arguing that Gates and other billionaire 
philanthropists have given vast sums of money (and even to good 
causes), it’s important that we don’t evaluate generosity by the world’s 
standards but on God’s. 
 
What we find in 2 Cor. 8 is a kind of generosity that we don’t really 
expect. It’s a kind of generosity that the world doesn’t know. The 
generosity of 2 Cor. 8 is an act of divine grace. [Generosity is the 

grace-empowered, grace-seeking, grace-giving quality that is to 

characterize the people of God]. I know – that’s a lot of grace. Let 
me explain. 
 
First, let me define ‘grace.’ It’s a word that’s thrown around a lot in 
church so I want to make sure we’re all on the same page about what it 
means. Very simply, grace is unmerited favor. It’s benefiting from 
something unearned. We receive grace from God all the time. “The 
earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.” None of what we have 
from God is earned. Nothing can be earned! Can anyone earn 
something by contributing that which they cannot rightly give?  
 
Certainly grace describes God’s interactions with us, but it can also 
describe our interactions with each other. For instance, when you make 
a charitable contribution, you are giving something without receiving 
anything back from your beneficiary. There’s no exchange of goods. 
The beneficiary didn’t merit your gift; it was an act of grace. 
 
Why am I taking all this time to talk about grace? It’s because grace is 
the unifying theme behind this passage. Believe it or not, the Greek 
phrase most often translated as ‘the grace’ is used 5 times in key 
places throughout this text. My hope this morning is that you would 
see how God, through this passage, is calling you to be a more 

generous person. My hope is that your life would be characterized 

by a generosity that 1.) is empowered by grace, 2.) acts in order to 

receive more grace, and 3.) manifests itself as grace towards 

others.  
 
Paul’s primary charge to the church in Corinth is to “abound in this 
gracious work” (v. 7). It was his call to action for the church back then 
and it’s the call to action for the church today. These words are not 
merely Paul’s words; they’re God’s words – for first-century Corinth 
and 21st century Trinity.  
 
[Grace-empowered Generosity]: 

 
If the charge is to “abound in this gracious work,” to which gracious 
work does he refer? What’s he talking about here? To answer that, we 
need to look to verse one: 
 
1  Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of 

God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, 
 
First, notice that Paul, right away, states his purpose: to make 
something known. What? Grace - specifically, the grace of God given 
among the Macedonian churches. Remember our definition of grace? 
Unmerited favor. This favor was given to the churches in the 
Macedonian area and God’s the one doing the giving. This wasn’t a 
transaction of goods; it was a grace of God. They didn’t earn it; but 
God gave it. So Paul desires to make God’s grace known, and we 
should expect the following verses to describe what this grace is and 
how it manifested itself. Sure enough, that’s exactly what we find in 
verses 2-3. 
 
 2 that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and 

their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. 
 3 For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their 

ability, they gave of their own accord, 
 
These are perhaps the most gloriously baffling verses about generosity 
in the whole Bible. Here Paul describes a body of churches that are dirt 
poor and yet poses excess joy. Put those two together and you get 



overflowing generosity (liberality). There’s some discussion about 
why there was such severe poverty among Macedonian churches, the 
most likely cause is persecution. Paul doesn’t go into detail, because 
it’s not the point. Regardless of why these churches are poor, they 
gave out of an uncontainable joy; and biblically speaking, this is true 
generosity. 
 
How could they have uncontainable joy, overflowing as generosity 
without the grace of God? On most days, we feel most free to give 
when things are going our way. It’s our circumstance that empowers 
our generosity, not Go’s grace. Whether you’re poor or wealthy, God 
doesn’t want your circumstance to empower your generosity; he wants 
his grace to empower your generosity.  
 
Without God’s grace given to the Macedonian church, there is no way 
they could give at all. They were dirt poor! They had nothing. There 
was nothing in their circumstance to empower anything at all, 
especially a financial offering. And yet, they gave; they gave willingly, 
liberally, even beyond their ability. They were generous. Why? 
Because they had an abundance of joy. And it was the kind of joy that 
could not be sourced anywhere except in God, and by God’s grace. 
Indeed, their generosity was grace-empowered. 
 
If you desire to respond faithfully to God’s Word this morning, pursue 
a generosity that is not fueled or sourced from your circumstance but 
from God’s grace. God wants you to have the same freedom and joy 
the Macedonians did, no matter your circumstance so that you give 
and give generously. If you are relying on your circumstances to give, 
you will never be generous in the way that God wants you to be 
generous. Rejoice in God. Trust Him. Love Him. And may your giving 
always be empowered by God’s grace. 
 
[Grace-seeking Generosity]:  
 
 4 begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in 

the support of the saints, 
 
Now in verse four, we encounter the second use of the word ‘grace,’ 
though it’s not translated as such here. I don’t know why exactly, but 

here it takes on the English word ‘favor.’ Maybe its because Paul is 
using the Greek word a little differently here – I don’t know. It’s not a 
wrong rendering of the word, but I think ‘grace’ is a better fit. Bottom 
line: like verses 1-3, verse four is about grace, but it’s a grace of a 
different nature.  
 
The grace for which the churches are begging is the grace that arises 
from participating in God’s kingdom work. In this case, it’s the 
financial support of Jerusalem Christians. There are a few things about 
this verse that are particularly striking. 
 

1. It was the poor churches in Macedonia who were doing the 
begging, not Paul 

2. Macedonian Christians were mostly gentiles while the 
Christians in Jerusalem were mostly Jews 

3. The Macedonians stood to benefit something: more grace! 
 
The churches in Macedonia gave because they were empowered by 
God’s grace rather than their circumstance, but they also gave in order 
to get something greater: more grace from God. They were 
impoverished, they lived under trying circumstances; even so their 
giving was no selfless act. They were empowered by God’s grace to 
give, but they gave in order to receive something even more valuable! 
In a strange and revolutionary way, the less you have while serving 
others, the more you need God and the more opportunity God has to 
show up in remarkable ways. 
 
<George Muller/5 loaves> 
 
Why are you generous? Why do you give? What do you hope to gain? 
No one is truly selfless, there’s always a motive – there’s always a 
reward to be had. God wants to be your reward. Is he your reward 
when you give? 
 
[Grace-manifesting Generosity]: 

 
In verses 6-15 the focus shifts away from the churches of Macedonia 
and onto the saints in Corinth. In light of the godly generosity of the 
Macedonians, Titus could now have ample cause to complete the 



collection he started in Corinth before Paul’s letter. There wasn’t much 
persecution in Corinth at that time, nor were they in dire financial 
straights.1 If the churches and Macedonia could give, so could they. 
 
For this reason Paul encourages Corinth to abound in this grace as 
they had in other areas of faith. 
 
7  But just as you abound in everything, in faith and utterance and 

knowledge and in all earnestness and in the love we inspired in 
you, see that you abound in this gracious work also. 

 
The Corinthian church didn’t do a lot of things right; they had a few 
strengths with regard to their spiritual gifts and partnership in Paul’s 
ministry. Now Paul calls them to extend that same earnestness to their 
giving. Notice what he calls it: “this gracious work.” Here again we 
find the same phrase ‘the grace,’ but this time it’s in reference, not to a 
benefit, but an act. Giving generously is an act of grace and Corinth 
certainly doesn’t stand to profit from the Jerusalem saints in supplying 
their need. Their giving would be gracious giving. 
 
Notice, however, that Paul’s primary goal isn’t getting a lot of money. 
He wants the Corinthians to abound in their generosity. The word here 
is the same word used in verse two translated overflowed. Like the 
churches in Macedonia, Paul wants them to give the way their 
Macedonian brothers and sisters did: as an overflow of joy, given by 
God’s grace. 
 
In case the example of the Macedonians would not be compelling 
enough, Paul cites another, and more supreme grace that manifested in 
the ultimate act of generosity. 
 
9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 

he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by 
his poverty might become rich.  

 

                                                 
1 Murray Harris, EBC, vol. 10, Frank E. Gæbelein ed., 367. 

Like the Macedonians, Christ embraced poverty for another’s gain. 
Unlike the Macedonians, Christ’s generosity went far beyond 
providing worldly support. In the incarnation, Jesus 
 

“Did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.” (Phil. 2:6-8, ESV) 

 
Was this grace costly? Yes! Who was it for? Us! He died so we could 
be rich! 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places (Eph. 1:3, ESV). 

 
And in case you thought Jesus’ sacrifice was a purely selfless act: 
 
Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God (Heb. 12:2). 
 
Did we merit this act of grace? No! (Eph. 2:8-9) 
 
 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast 
 
Christ has made us rich, indeed! Of all the riches Jesus purchased, the 
greatest was peace with God.  
 
If you’ve never been generous, if you’ve always held God’s good gifts 
with a clenched fist, if you’ve never tasted the joy of God that 
transcends your circumstance, it’s not because you’re too rich, it’s 
because you’re too poor.  
 
When you’ve experienced the eternal wealth there is in being at peace 
with God through faith, giving away earthly wealth is a joy. But if you 



haven’t, this is your chance to lay down your rebellion, trust in Jesus 
and receive the immeasurable riches he has purchased for you by his 
death. 
 
The gospel always gives rise to generosity – not worldly generosity, 
mind you, but a generosity that is grace-empowered, is grace-seeking, 
and manifests itself as grace to others.  
 
Let’s jump down to verse 11: 
 
11  So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in 

desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what 
you have. 

 
Make no mistake; Paul wants the Corinthians to give. Really this is the 
main point in chapters 8-9 of 2 Cor. And it’s important that we don’t 
miss this point. The “it” here in verse 11 is in reference to the 
collection discussed in verse 5. There was money yet to be raised and 
Paul wants to make sure that when they have the opportunity, they 
would act. 
 
We can talk a lot about giving money to advance God’s kingdom. We 
may even agree that we need to and it’s something that Christians 
should do. We can attend fund raising events. We can even promote 
giving to the needs of the church. But at the end of the day, if we’re 
not doing it, we’re completely missing the point. More than that, we’re 
being disobedient with the resources that God has entrusted to us. 
 
<giving to the saints vs. giving to the church> 
 
I know there are a number of you here that give faithfully, and give 
generously. Thank you. Keep up the good work. Don’t grow weary in 
your giving. Fight to make sure your giving is grace-empowered and 
grace-motivated.  
 
For others of you, you don’t give at all. Or when you do, it’s sporadic 
and pitifully disproportionate to your income. Today, God is inviting 
you to act on the grace given to you by God, in view of receiving more 
grace by participating in the advancement of God’s kingdom. I’m not 

suggesting a dollar amount or even a specific percentage. What I 
would encourage you to do is look at your income, surrender it –all of 
it to the Lord, and ask him to put on your heart a percentage that you 
will devote to God’s work. 
  
<personal example> 
 
Remember, it’s not about a dollar amount. It’s about grace. It’s about 
God’s grace already given to you; it’s about seeking after more of 
God’s grace and it’s about that grace manifesting itself in the gracious 
act of giving. 
 
I’m not just speaking to adults with jobs here. I’m talking to children 
and young adults too – especially you guys. Develop this discipline 
now and you will always know the joy of giving.  
 
[Title Slide]: 
 
Whether you’re rich or poor, young or old, God wants our lives to be 
characterized by abundant generosity. This generosity is not measured 
in dollars, but by the overflow of a heart happy in God. 
 
If you’ve been faithful in giving towards the advancement of God’s 
kingdom your whole life, persevere; continue this gracious work. But 
make sure that as you do, you are 1.) empowered by God’s grace 
rather than by your circumstance and 2.) when you give, do it for 
eternal, rather than earthly gain. It’s easy to just go through the 
motions when the plate is passed. Pause first to consider the grace 
there is to be had in partnering with God to build his kingdom. 
  
If your life hasn’t been characterized by godly generosity, now is your 
opportunity to change that. Now is your chance to encounter God’s 
grace in a scary but eternally satisfying way. Again, abundant 
generosity isn’t about a dollar amount, it’s about rejoicing in the 
gospel and allowing the overflow of that joy spill out into grace-
empowered, grace-motivated, and grace-manifesting giving. 


